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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Kirkpatrick — 


Kirk; | 


With regard to actions taken as a result of your 
- memorandim of 1 October regarding. epeeding on the Parkway, Agency 
_. chauffeurs have been cautioned regarding excessive speed, the Arnold 
“Lines have pledged their cooperation at the Park Service has replied 
" ¢0 our letter of 17 October in which we made several suggestions to 
- discourage speeding-and to reduce traffic hazards on the Parkway. The 
reply is attached since much of it is devoted to Park Service rationale 
for not accepting our suggestion that maeege limite be reduced under 
hazardous driving conditions. 


Posting of sa at our exits when hazardous 
conditions exist and increased patrolling by the Park Police should 
have a salutary effect on our drivers -. especially in light of the plans 
to levy fines for inftactions on our own grounds. 


1 am also attaching a flyer, in which you 
concurred, warning drivers about excessive speed on driveways and 
nearby roads. We will place this flyer on all cars on the grounds on 
a given day. This | wil be the third written warning since last May. 


Signed 
L. K. White 


2 Atts: Bek, 

Att 1: Ltr dtd 29 Nov 63 to pos fm ye 

Robert C. Horne = - DD/S 63-5108 . 

Att 2: Draft Flyer - DD/S. 63-5189 
SA-DD/S:H@B:jbb (5 Dec 63) 
Rewritten: EO-DD/S:VRT:maq (S Dec 2 63) 
Distribution: 

Orig - ExDir/Comp w/O of DD/S 63-5108 and O of DD/S 63-5189 

v1 - DD/S Subject w/ccy of DD/S 63-5108 and ccy of DD/S 63-5189 (pending return of O's 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 


NATIONAL CAPITAL RESTON 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 1in6 GHIS BRIVE, 8. W. 
WASHTWOTON, D.C. 20ah2 
D30-RORC RY ? 
mt ) NOVY 29 1963 


Mrs Le clea 
Deputy Direstor (support) 


Washington, B.C. 20505 
Dear Mr. White: 


Your letter of October 17 to Director Wirth of the Rational Park Service, 
containing several suggestions for alievieting unsafe conditions or 
practices on the George Washington Menorial Parkway, nas been referred to 
thie Office for reply. 


in view of the intense interest in which public safety is held by the 
Rational Park Service, your letter wae brought te the attention of the 
Gppropriate members of the staff of the Sationsl Capital Region with « 
request that 4 careful study be made of each suggestion contained therein. 


‘Tt is definitely believed thet the posting of signs at your gates, warning 
your employees of possible snow or icy conditions on the Parkomy and cau- 
tioning then Fader persneed Griving speeds to existing conditions, vould 


® 


have @ very 


results. Tide conclusion is based on the fact that 


that © reduced speed of even - miles pen 
: 35 per beur may be too great fer those 


Tt is aleo felt thet for this Office to attempt to establish fluctuating 
_ Speed Limits of 35 and 50 miles per hour on the Barlomy, depending on 
goed conditions during the winter months, would be highly imprecticabie. 
¥s is believed thet this procedure would not only iaposs @ respousibility 
on personnel of this Office, Which should be borne by the motarists, but 
it could siso result in tert ections against the Government for alleged 
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PEs Cee 
surtas: traffic conditions, egripment on 
prod sige ae such as tire chains, snow tires, ete., end many 


Paregreph (hb), section 46.1-190, article §, of ) 
7 Prager 9 cle §, of the Motor Vehicle Laws of 


A person shall be guilty of reckless driving who shall: 
(h) Beceed a reasonable spect under the oircunstence 
beige Fett tions existing at the time regardless oF acy ola 


The traffic regulation referred to above which publi 
3.3@(a), part 3, chayter 1, Title 36 crn, creidaa aa cis 


Bec. 3.32 Reckless driving; prohibition cperstiens. 


Fersons eparating motor vehicles vithin areas covered this 
pert shall drive in a safe moner, des tallow ete srsitiens 


Tt is believed that adherence to the above-quoted traffic regula tions 
a b 
the meterist on the Pariamy will achieve the desired results. 


Your expression of concern regarding the bmsards crested by motor vehicle 


operatars Who habitumlly disregard posted apesd limits (or sof. 
speeds under adverse driving conditions) is definitely oli aaa ee 
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you suggest, that 
rush 


© between the morning and evening rush 
we Go have scue of the crews reporting to werk at 6:30 and 
procediuve reduces the amount ef equi wing the rosdways 
complete thadr day's 
1s We are unable te comply with all of 
} letter, please be assured that 


@incerely yours, 


(Sgd.) Robert C. Horne 


Acting Regional Director 
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DDK 63-587 
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DRAFT: VRT:maq al Dec «. 
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS . 


Two Employee Bulletins oe issued in recent months urging 
| automobile drivers to sears speed limits and to practice courteous and 
| attentive driving inside the building grounds and on the nearby public roads, 
these Bulletina recel ved 2 favorable response by most enptoyess. We 
appreciate this oe and hope that you ' will bear with us in yet another 
plea for cooperation. Some of the drivers we are trying to reach may not be 
our employees and therefore may not have seen the Employee Bulletins. 
The maximum speed Limit within the building grounds is 20 miles per 
hour. We ask not only that all drivers observe this maximum speed but that 
_ they also extend courtesy to other drivers and to pedestrians at all times. 
The accident rate on nearby roads continues to be a cause of concern 
Yor the safety of our employees. Some accidents undoubtedly result from 
‘speeding. Speed limits slong cor Public, reads are ainply posted. Many of 
the drivers on these roads are in no way associated with our organization. We | 
‘understand that speeding along these roads is a matter of current Imereet and 
planned action by police authorities, and that the action may include greater 
use of rader. It is our hope that employees and ésnocibtes will lead the way | 
- in avoiding accidents, injuries, and in setting the example for safe and courteous 


driving. Most of you have done this, for which we are grateful. 


SAFETY OFFICER 
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; ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET 


SUBJECT: (Optional) 


Deputy Director for Support 


DATE 


TO: (Officer designation, er number, and 
building) 


RECEIVED 


FORWARDED 


1. Executive Directar- 
Comptroller 


7D59, HQ 


EXTENSION 


OFFICER'S 
INITIALS 


61 0 OSE DITIONS. 


COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 
to whom. Drow a line across column after each comment.) 


Kirk: 


With regard to actions taken 
as a result of your memorandum of 
1 Oct regarding speeding on the 
Parkway, Agency chauffeurs have 
been cautioned regarding excessive 
speed, the Arnold Lines have 
pledged their cooperation and the 
Park Service has replied to our 
letter of 17 Oct in which we made 
several suggestions to discourage 
speeding and to reduce traffic 
hazards on the Parkway. The reply 
is attached since much of it is 
devoted to Park Service rationale 
for not accepting our suggestion 
that speed limits be reduced under 
hazardous driving conditions. 


Posting of signs at our exits 
when hazardous conditions exist 
and increased patrolling by the 
Park Police should have a salutary 
effect on our drivers--especially 
in light of the plans to levy fines 
for infractions on our own grounds. 


also attaching a draft of 
to put our drivers on 
Ace arenes increabed Park 


on the ae on a given 
is will bé.the third 


Ltr dtd 29 Nov 63 to DD/S fm 
Mr. Horne 
Draft Notice 
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